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his career, Dr. Murthy has served with humility 
and passion, and I want to recognize his life-
long advocacy for all Americans. 

Dr. Vivek Murthy’s social entrepreneurship 
started as a freshman at Harvard University, 
when he co-founded the non-profit VISIONS 
Worldwide to educate people on HIV/AIDS 
issues in the U.S. and India. Upon graduating 
Magna Cum Laude from Harvard in 1997, he 
formed Swasthya Community Health Partner-
ship with the mission to train women to pro-
vide health care in rural areas in India. 

In 2003, Dr. Murthy graduated from Yale 
University receiving both an M.D. and an 
M.B.A. in Health Care Management. He com-
pleted his internal medicine residency at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard Med-
ical School in 2006, where he continued to 
work as an attending physician and an instruc-
tor of medicine. In 2009, he co-founded Doc-
tors for America (DFA), a coalition of physi-
cians and medical students who have joined 
together to advocate for the improvement of 
our health care system. He served as presi-
dent of DFA until his confirmation as U.S. Sur-
geon General in 2014. 

Becoming the first Surgeon General of In-
dian descent is truly a historic achievement. 
His department released the first Surgeon 
General’s Report on Alcohol, Drugs, and 
Health; promoted prevention and treatment of 
opioid epidemic; started a national conversa-
tion on healthy eating habits and food insecu-
rity; and emphasized the importance of vac-
cines. Under his leadership, his department 
assisted Americans during the Flint water cri-
sis, hurricanes, and the Ebola and Zika out-
breaks. I am proud to honor his extraordinary 
accomplishments as Surgeon General. His 
distinguished career is an example of what 
can be achieved through hard work, dedica-
tion, and service. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Dr. 
Vivek Murthy and honored to call him my 
friend. On behalf of California’s 36th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate him for his ex-
ceptional commitment to public service and 
look forward to the significant contributions he 
will continue to make in service of others. I 

wish him and his wife Alice all my best in the 
years to come. 
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I am 
humbled to rise today in memory of Army Staff 
Sergeant (SSG) Larry Richard Arnold, Sr. who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice while defending our 
nation on June 11, 2005, during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. SSG Arnold was killed when 
his armored personnel carrier was hit by an 
improvised explosive device in Owesat Village, 
Iraq. Sergeant (SGT) Terrance D. Lee, Sr. 
was also killed. 

SSG Arnold was assigned to the 150th 
Combat Engineer Battalion, 155th Brigade 
Combat Team, Mississippi Army National 
Guard, Lucedale, Mississippi. 

According to the Associated Press article, 
200 people packed a Baptist church where the 
funeral service was held. Reverend Donnie 
Boutwell, pastor of Lee’s Chapel No. 1 Baptist 
Church in Carriere, spoke about SSG Arnold’s 
service. 

‘‘This is not a final respect for this man,’’ 
Rev. Boutwell said. ‘‘For every time a young 
child stands in the schoolroom and covers his 
heart and pledges allegiance to the flag, we 
continue to show our respect for him. Every 
time we stand at a ballgame and ‘The Star 
Spangled Banner’ is played, we continue to 
show our respect for Larry and all the other 
soldiers.’’ 

Mississippi Army National Guard Brigadier 
General (BG) Ben Gaston also offered his 
thoughts during the funeral service. 

‘‘He could have easily walked away and 
said, ‘I’ve done that. I’ve done my time,’ ’’ said 
BG Gaston. ‘‘Larry didn’t do that. He was a 

mature NCO the younger soldiers looked up 
to.’’ 

During the service, BG Gaston presented 
SSG Arnold’s family with the Bronze Star, the 
Purple Heart, and the Mississippi Medal of 
Valor. SSG Arnold is buried at Mill Creek 
Cemetery in Pearl River County. 

SSG Arnold is survived by his mother, Betty 
Mackey; his wife, Melinda; sons; Larry, Rob-
ert, and Howard Arnold; siblings Garry Arnold, 
Peggy Alford, Beverly Hicks, Janet Brandes, 
Joann Arnold, and Debbie Arnold; and grand-
children Anthony and Heather Arnold. 

SSG Arnold died while fighting to protect the 
freedoms we all enjoy. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Chung-Win (Joy) Fey of Houston, 
TX, for being named one of the Houston 
Chronicle’s ‘‘Top 10 Nurses’’ of 2017. 

Joy, a nurse at Houston Methodist Sugar 
Land Hospital, spends time with her patients 
and their families listening to their concerns, 
offering them a shoulder to cry on and praying 
with them. Her colleagues have described her 
as often going out of her way to provide com-
fort for those she’s caring for. In 2016, Joy 
won Houston Methodist System’s Quality and 
Patient Safety Everyday Award, and was nom-
inated for this award by three people. After 37 
years of being a nurse, it’s clear that Joy is an 
extraordinary, compassionate, enthusiastic 
and caring individual. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Joy for being named one of the Houston 
Chronicle’s ‘‘Top 10 Nurses’’ of 2017. We’re 
proud to have such an exemplarily nurse car-
ing for patients in TX-22. 
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